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II'T forms 3 teams
to help beat crisis

Hemanta.Pradhan
@timesgroup.com

Bhubaneswar: [I'T Bhubanes-
war has formed three teams to
study coronavirus in its bid to
help the government beat the li-
fe-threatening respiratory dis-
order.

RV Rajakumar;, director of
the institution, said he has for-
med the teams to find ways to
carry out waste treatment and
sanitisation during this pande-
mic. They can also explore how
to make sanitisers, disinfec-
tants and ventilators to help the
government,

The first team comprising
three members of the biology
faculty will conduct researchon
finding out the different charac-
teristicsof thecoronavirus. The
team will do so in collaboration
with other national institu-
tions. “We know that it is anew
virus and we have to deeply un-
derstand its behaviour in order
tocontrol it,” he added.

The second team of five
members will consist of the fa-
culty of mechanical enginee
ring. They will work on fogging
machines, disinfectant spray-
ers and creation of ventilators.

The third team comprises
the faculty of the civil and envi-
ronment engineering depart-
ments and will work on waste
treatment, sanitisation met-
hodsand preparedness.

“ We know that it is
a new virus and we have
to deeply understand its
behaviour in order to
control it

RV RAJAKUMAR
IITBBS director

“In the worst scenario, pati-
ents will beisolated intheirhou-
ses. For this, they need to take
necessary precautions to pre-
vent others from getting infec-
ted,” Rajakumar added.

Hesaid thedisinfectant idea
will helpmunicipal authorities.
“In future, we are planning to
collaborate with other institu-
tions to study drug designing.
These studies will help resear-
chersunderstandthe virus,” sa-
id Rajakumanr

The T director said he had
put forth these research ideas
and information about the for-
mation of teams before the
Union human resource deve-
lopment minister Ramesh
Pokhriyal ‘Nishank’ during a
review meeting on Wednesday

Rajakumar said the institu-
tion is also collaborating with
the Nabakrishna Choudhury
Centrefor Development Studies
(NCDS), Bhubaneswar, to crea-
te an information dissemina-
tion model that can be used du-
ringapandemic.




